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Business travel in the County of Timiş has recorded an increase in the year 2006 
compared to the year 2005 for the same period. There have been 4097 more arrivals 
in the main tourist accommodation structures, and 4961 more stays over night 
compared to September 2005. Despite all this, the average duration of the sojourn 
was only 2.9 days compared to 2.6 days during the same period of time. We can see 
that the longest duration of the sojourn was in the people lodged in tourist villas 
(7.9-11.9 days), as a result of surveillance activities, of the implementation of new 
technologies and of professional training by multinational companies that operate in 
the County of Timiş.    
Key words: business travel, total number of arrivals, number of stays over night, 
duration of sojourn, County of Timiş 
 

Introduction 
 

Business travel concerns the travels on a company’s behalf, the visits by 
employees or of individuals for commercial or other purpose, the participating in 
fairs and exhibitions, in conferences, conventions, and enhancing travels. This form 
of tourism has been developing and it represents nowadays a more and more 
important sector due to its value within tourism industry. 

These last years a lot of travel agencies specialised in business travels have 
appeared. Though this type of tourism supposes the developing of some kind of 
remunerated activities, they are nevertheless assimilated to tourism as their 
planning and achieving involves the use of tourism facilities (accommodation, 
catering, and amusement) and the consumption of specific services supplied by 
tourism operators (1). 

Business travel shares about 20% of the total international travels and is 
about to reach 1/3 of the total tourism cash-in, with different market shares for the 
different countries depending on tourist facilities and on the level of economic 
development (2). 

Business travel is also one of the most dynamic components of tourist 
activities. Intensification of international and economic relationships result in an 
increase of business travel demands together with a diversification of the forms 
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these demands take. Depending on the direct beneficiary of business travels, they 
are domestic or foreign. Domestic business travel forms address all the employees 
of a company and aim at motivating the staff to increase labour productivity and to 
improve their performance, through the following activities: 

- seminars or meetings of the company management with the employees; 
- staff training and updating actions for the company’s employees; 
- reward or incentive travels. 
Foreign travels aim at the proper development of activities and at increasing 

company’s prosperity on the whole; they consist of the following: 
- professional travels (working places, market analysis, assistance, work 

administration or surveillance, etc.); 
- participating in fairs, exhibitions, congresses, symposia. 
From the point of view of its content, business travel can be grouped as 

follows (1, 2): 
- general business travel, concerning working people’s activity for a short 

period of time, outside their regular work place; 
- convention travel, due to the participation in events such as conferences, 

symposia, colloquia, and congresses, one of the most common forms of 
business travel. Convention travel is in full swing as a result of the 
increasing need for exchanging information in all the fields. Among the 
forms of convention travel are congresses, attracting annually millions of 
visitors. According to statistics, the most convention travels are in Europe 
– about 5200, i.e. 60% world wide; as for the country, the U.S.A. rank first, 
followed by France, Great Britain, Germany, Holland, Italy, Switzerland, 
Belgium, and Spain; as far as the cities are concerned, Paris has been 
ranking first for 15 years, with about 380 events annually and over 40% of 
the world market, far ahead of any other city in the world. 

Business travel in Timişoara, a city on the Bega Canal (County of Timiş), no 
matter its form, has become these last few years one of the most dynamic and 
profitable components of the tourism industry (3). Its advantages – materialised in 
large profits for service operators, in independence from natural conditions, in the 
contribution to diminish seasonality, in a better use of material facilities, in a 
diminution of the impact on the environment, etc. – convert into beneficial effects 
for the economies of the receiving areas, which enhances its development at 
highest rates. 
 

Materials and Methods 
 

The most representative indices frequently used in expressing tourist 
circulation and its main features in the County of Timiş are as follows:  

- the number of arrivals in the main accommodation structures of the County 
of Timiş in September 2006 compared to the similar period of 2005; 

- the total number of stays over night; 
- the average duration of the sojourn. 
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Data were taken over from the monthly statistic bulletin of the County Office 
for Statistics (County of Timiş). 

 
Results and Discussions 

 
The situation of tourist arrivals in the County of Timiş per accommodation 

structures in September 2006 compared to the similar period of 2005 is as shown in 
Table 1. 

Table 1 
Tourist arrivals per accommodation structures in 2005 and 2006 

 
Accommodation 

structure 
September 2005 September 2006 

Difference 
(±) 

Hotels 19,781 16,169 +3,612 
Motels 409 362 +47 

Tourist villas 288 381 -93 
Tourist chalets 24 42 -18 

Urban boarding houses 2,385 1,805 +580 
Rural boarding houses 130 161 -31 

Total arrivals 23,017 18,920 +4,097 
  

The number of arrivals in the main accommodation structures in 2006 was 
23,017, i.e. 4,097 more arrivals than in the similar period of 2005. In the main 
tourist accommodation structures – hotels, motels, and urban boarding houses – the 
number of arrivals was significantly larger and had a positive value, while in the 
other ones – tourist villas, tourist chalets, and rural boarding houses – recorded a 
negative value compared to the same period of the year 2005. 

The number of stays over night in the main accommodation structures shows 
significant differences in September 2006 compared to the same month of 2005 
(Table 2). 

Table 2 
Stays over night in the main accommodation structures in 2005 and 2006 

 
Accommodation 

structure 
September 2005 September 2006 

Difference 
(±) 

Hotels 51,549 45,579 +5,970 
Motels 579 698 -118 

Tourist villas 2,281 4,551 -2,270 
Tourist chalets 24 73 -49 

Urban boarding houses 4,881 3,319 +1,562 
Rural boarding houses 291 424 -133 

Total arrivals 59,605 54,644 +4,961 
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Analysing the two periods we can see that there were 4,961 more stays over 
night in September 2006, but tourist prefer as accommodation structures hotels and 
urban boarding houses, while the other accommodation structures recorded 
negative values in stays over night. 

Comparing the average duration of the sojourns represented by the average 
number of stays of the tourists in the County of Timiş in the two periods of time 
under study we can see the following (Table 3). 

Table 3 
Average duration of sojourns 

 

Accommodation 
structure 

2006 2005 

Arrivals 
Stays 
over 
night 

Duration 
of 

sojourn 
Arrivals 

Stays 
over 
night 

Duration 
of 

sojourn 
Hotels 19,781 51,549 2.6 16,169 45,579 2.8 
Motels 409 579 1.4 362 698 1.9 

Tourist villas 288 2,281 7.9 381 4,551 11.9 
Tourist chalets 24 24 1.0 42 73 1.7 
Urban boarding 

houses 
2,385 4,881 2.0 1,805 3,319 1.8 

Rural boarding 
houses 

130 291 2.2 161 424 2.6 

Total arrivals 23,017 59,605 2.6 18,920 54,644 2.9 
  

We can see that, though the number of arrivals and stays over night was 
larger in September 2006, the average duration of a sojourn being 2.6 days 
compared to the same period of the year 2005, when the number of arrivals and 
stays over night was smaller, but the duration of the sojourn was larger – 2.9 days. 

Comparing these data with the average sojourn in Romania – 5 days – it is of 
only 2.6 days in the County of Timiş. In rural boarding houses, the duration of a 
sojourn was 2.2 days, 0.2 days more than the country average, which shows that 
tourists spend their week-end in the countryside. 

 
Conclusions 

 
Comparing the two periods of time, we can conclude that, though the number 

of arrivals and stays over night increased in September 2006 compared to the 
similar period of time of 2005, the average duration of the sojourn of people on 
business travel diminished with 0.3 days, i.e. from 2,9 days to 2.6 days. The 
longest duration of the sojourn was 7.9 days in 2006 and 11.9 days in 2005 for 
tourist villas, which benefited from reward or enhancement travels, from updating 
and training sessions or from professional travels (assistance, surveillance of work 
places). 
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Turismul de afaceri în judeţul Timiş a înregistrat o creştere în anul 2006 faţă de anul 2005 
în perioada analizată. Numărul de sosiri în principalele structuri de primire turistică cu 
funcţiuni de cazare turistică a fost mai mare cu 4097 iar numărul de înnoptări cu 4961, 
faţă de luna septembrie a anului 2005. cu toate acestea durata medie a sejurului a fost mai 
mare cu un an în urmă 2,9 zile faţă de numai 2,6 zile în perioada actuală. Se constată că 
durata cea mai mare a  sejurului a fost pentru persoanele cazate în vile turistice (7,9-11,9 
zile), acestea desfăşurând activităţi de supraveghere a implementării de noi  tehnologii şi 
de instruire profesională a angajaţilor unor firme multinaţionale care îşi desfăşoară 
activitatea pe raza judeţului Timiş. 
Cuvinte cheie: turism de afaceri, număr total de sosiri, număr de înnoptări, durata sejurului, 
judeţul Timiş 
 
 


