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Abstract 
The concept of knowledge society is used worldwide today and is an abbreviation of the term knowledge-based 
society. The knowledge society is more than the Information Society, encompassing a fact on it. In the present paper 
are presented some data regarding the status of Internet connections in Romania, and the disparities with other 
countries from EU. The conclusions are that in the last year, information society in Romania has experienced a 
steady growth, managed to overcome some EU countries, although in most cases we are below average. 
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1. Introduction 
 
Knowledge is information with meaning the 
information that operates. Therefore, the 
knowledge society is possible only grafted on the 
information society and can not be separated from 
it. The information society is characterized by the 
democratization of information, communication, 
understanding and cooperation. In essence, this 
company is based on the Internet. Computer 
Society is a new stage of human civilization, a 
new superior quality lifestyle that involves 
intensive use of IT in all spheres of activity and 
human existence, with a major economic and 
social impact. Computer Society allows wide 
access to information, a new way of working and 
knowledge, enhances the possibility of economic 
globalization and increased the social cohesion.  
The advance to the information society, based on 
knowledge, is considered worldwide as a 
necessary development to ensure sustainable 
development in the context of "new economy", 
based mainly on product and intellectual intensive 
activities. 1 
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Information society knowledge is more than 
progress of technology and data processing and 
communications applications, it integrates the 
social dimensions (impact on health care, 
solidarity and social protection, employment and 
labor market, education and lifelong learning, 
etc.), ambient (impact on resource use and 
environmental protection), cultural (impact on 
conservation and development of national and 
international cultural heritage, promote cultural 
pluralism, the need for child protection, industrial 
development and multimedia content production 
information) and economic (development of new 
paradigms digital economy and new economy 
based on knowledge, innovation, entrepreneurial 
culture and management, education of the citizen 
and consumer). 
 
2. Materials and methods 
 
The study is based on statistical data collected 
from various sources, both from the official, such 
as europa.eu and data taken directly from the field 
on the basis of questionnaires [1]. For 
introduction, processing the data, and analyzing 
the results, where used different applications like 
calculation table. 
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3. Results and discussion 
 
A vector of knowledge society is one tool that 
converts the information society into a knowledge 
society. There are defined two major classes of 
knowledge society: the technological and 
functional vectors.  
Technological drivers of the knowledge society 
are:  
- The Internet, developed by the geographical 
extension, the use of transmission bands to the 
largest possible, transition from IP4 
communication protocol to IP6 protocol, network 
coverage of each institution, each home and each 
citizen;  
- eBook technology, different that the books on 
the Internet, although its distribution is done by 
Internet or other media like CDs;  
- Intelligent agents - artificial intelligence expert 
systems, used for data mining and knowledge 
discovery;  
- Intelligent environment for business and human 
life;  
- Nanotechnology and Nanoelectronics (which 
will become the main physical medium for 
information processing, but also for many other 
functions, not just knowledge society but society 
consciousness) etc. 
Functional vectors of knowledge society are:  
- Knowledge management for enterprises, 
organizations, institutions, national and local 
governments;  
- Moral use of knowledge management at the 
global level;  
- Health care system at social and individual level;  
- Protecting the environment and ensuring 
sustainable society and sustainable through a 
specific knowledge management;  
- Deepening the knowledge about existence;  
- Generate new technology knowledge;  
- Developing a culture of knowledge and 
innovation;  
- An educational system based on methods of 
information society and knowledge (e-learning) 
etc. 
The number of functional vectors will increase 
because of growing number of areas of activity 
that will be dependent on knowledge.  
The information society is characterized by 
explosive growth of information "digital" products 
available through IT&C. This means, for 
governments and administrations, public services 

more efficient, more transparent and faster, closer 
to citizens' needs and less costly.  
Romania should be prepared to meet new 
requirements imposed by the European and global 
development and the Romanian citizen must be 
able to use information as a resource in all 
activities they undertake.  
Citizens’ access to information is a current 
requirement of the development of Romanian 
society, in the context of globalization. 
Development of information society, based on 
technical infrastructure development, creates the 
need to ensure every citizen access to information. 
Among the main components of the information 
society can be said: electronic documents, Internet 
and network services, electronic libraries and 
virtual libraries, information centers for citizens, 
distance education, electronic commerce and 
electronic payments, mobile telephony, 
government online services etc. 
 
The Information Society in Romania 
Information society integrating sustainable 
development objectives, based on justice social 
and equal opportunities, environmental protection, 
freedom, cultural diversity and development 
innovative restructuring and business 
environment. 
The indicators used to quantify the information 
society in Romania, show a strong upward trend 
during the last years. The gaps between Romania 
and other countries in Central and Eastern Europe 
were attenuated, and the market for Information 
and Communication Technology (ICT) has 
developed. 
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Figure 1. Percentage of households  
who have Internet access at home 
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Figure 2. Households having access  

to the Internet at home 
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Figure 3. Households with broadband access 

 
Communications sector is one of the most 
dynamic fields of economy national and is very 
attractive for foreign investors. Compared with the 
situation in developed countries, the sector 
contribution to GDP creation is relatively low in 
Romania [2]. However, the effects arising from 
the spread of communications technology and 
broad access to information, the communications 
have profoundly influenced economic 
development. 
IT&C contribution to economic growth depends 
both on the development of the communications 
and information technology and the utilization of 
IT&C in the economy. Romania's progress in 
information society and its future opportunities are 
far from satisfactory. The delays are particularly 
regarding access to the Internet, information 
society services and IT application integration in 
the economy. 
Performance review information society shows 
that Romania has progress in the field of 
informatization of education and public 
administration, but failed to train enough business 
sector in IT&C development. 
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Figure 4. Individuals who have used a search engine  

to find information 
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Figure 5. Percentage of individuals who have carried 

out 1or 2 of the computer related activities 
 
With regard to regional disparities in Romania, 
they are of two types: inter-regional (the 
developing regions) and intra-regional (within 
developing regions). 
In recent years, Romania has experienced a 
phenomenon of deepening disparities both 
between regions and within regions development. 
The greatest difference encounters between 
Bucharest-Ilfov region and other regions and of 
course there must be reduced the gap formed 
between urban and rural. 
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Figure 6. Households having access to the Internet at 

home (Romania’s macroregions) 
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European Commission warns of difficult access to 
high speed Internet in rural areas in some 
countries, stressing that in Romania only 50% of 
rural population has access to high speed Internet. 
 
4. Conclusions 
 
If in developed countries, an average 93% of 
Europeans now enjoy high speed Internet access, 
in rural areas only 70% of citizens have Internet 
access, and in some countries like Greece, Poland, 
Slovakia, Bulgaria and Romania, only 50% of 
rural citizens enjoy the benefits of the Internet. 
European Commission stresses that access to the 
Internet, makes that some small and medium 
enterprises become more competitive and 
productive by synchronizing with international 
markets. 
 

Table 1. Difference in years between Romania  
and world plan 

Specification Years 
CW (cable) 9 years 
Phone 1 year 
Radio 6 years 
Television 14 years 
Internet 11 years 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connecting 30% of rural citizens to the Internet is 
a primary objective for the EU to fulfill his term 
as 2010, and must be also a primary objective for 
Romania. To this end, Parliament and European 
Council discuss funding worth 1 billion euros by 
the European Economic Recovery Program. So, 
even if we find enough behind other countries, one 
can observe a significant increase in all areas 
related to IT&C. 
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